
The Corporate and Workwear industry is facing key changes due to upcoming bans on harmful 
chemicals like PFAS in textiles. As sustainability and safety regulations evolve, Sympatex is here 
to assist in this transition with PFAS-free solutions. This guide will help you understand what’s 
happening and how we can support you. 
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OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 100  exception for PPE (Personal Protective Equipment): 
For PPE applications requiring PFAS-based DWR, products can still achieve OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 
100 certification by complying with the  

 OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 100 supplement for PPE & Materials for PPE.  

Action for you: 
Begin transitioning to PFAS-free products and finishes to ensure your OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 
100 certification remains valid. Sympatex offers PFAS-free alternatives to help you meet these 
standards. 

   January 1, 2025: OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 100 Certification 
Starting January 1, 2025, no PFAS will be allowed in OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 
100 certified products. This means C6-based DWR (durable water repellent) 
finishes, and other PFAS-based treatments must be removed from any 
product seeking OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 100 certification. 

Action for you: 
Replace any PFAS-treated textiles with compliant, eco-friendly alternatives. Sympatex is ready to 
assist with PFAS-free laminates and sustainable solutions to help ensure compliance. 

   October 1, 2025: PFAS Regulation Tightening 
New regulations will enforce stricter controls on the use of PFAS in textiles. 
Companies must begin phasing out harmful PFAS treatments in workwear 
and protective gear to meet these new requirements. 

Action for you: 
Stay informed about the timeline of the full PFAS ban and begin exploring alternatives to PTFE-based 
products. Sympatex can assist with solutions to help you comply with these evolving regulations.  

 exceptions:
Limited PPE applications in Risk Category III are expected to receive extended deadlines, but these 
products will still need to be PFAS-free eventually. 

   Expected to be effective by late 2027: 
     Further Upcoming Changes: Full PFAS Ban
A full ban on all PFAS for all applications is expected in the coming years. This 
will include PTFE, meaning alternatives must be adopted to remain compliant. 

 exception for PPE, Risk Category III**: 
Some specific PPE applications in Risk Category III will be allowed to continue using C6-finishes for a 
limited time. 

Action for you: 
Partner with Sympatex now to shift to our PFAS-free products and stay ahead of the regulatory curve. 
Sympatex provides compliant, high-performance alternatives.

   10th October 2026: Full Ban of C6-finishes* 
An EU-wide ban on C6-chemicals, including PFHxA, will come into full effect. 
This affects all textiles and footwear that exceed the chemical limits of 25 ppb 
for PFHxA and related chemicals. 

Key Timeline of Regulatory Changes:

http://www.sympatex.com
https://www.oeko-tex.com/importedmedia/downloadfiles/OEKO-TEX_STANDARD_100_Supplement_PPE_and_Materials_for_PPE_EN_DE.pdf
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Next Steps:  

•	 Review your product lineup:  
Ensure that your current products comply with upcoming regulatory changes by repla-
cing any PFAS-based materials with sustainable alternatives.  

•	 Consult with Sympatex:  
We are here to support your transition to sustainable alternatives. Reach out for per-
sonalized advice on which of our products best suit your needs. Email your personal 
Sympatex representative or contact us via sales@sympatex.com.  

•	 Prepare for certification changes:  
Start phasing out PFAS-based finishes and update your product offerings in line with 
OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 100 and EU regulations. 

What This Means for Your Business: 

•	 Sustainability Leadership:  
Align with regulations and position your company as a leader in sustainability by adop-
ting PFAS-free, recyclable materials. Sympatex’s PFAS-free laminates are both high-per-
forming and eco-friendly, ensuring compliance while reducing environmental impact.  

•	 PFAS-Free Solutions:  
Sympatex offers a wide range of PFAS-free, high-performance laminates that not only help 
reduce environmental impact but also meet new safety and sustainability standards.  

•	 Be Tender-Ready:  
As regulations tighten, especially with the upcoming ban on C6 finishes for most ap-
plications from October 2025, consider reviewing whether PFAS-free, recyclable, and 
eco-friendly materials meet the requirements for your specific application. Sympatex 
offers PFAS-free solutions that align with the latest regulatory standards and can support 
sustainability goals. 

Resources: 
•	 PFAS:   

 Regulation - EU - 2024/2462 - EN - EUR-Lex 
•	 OEKO-TEX STANDARD 100 Guidelines:   

 Regulation - 2016/425 - EN - EUR-Lex  
 OEKO-TEX® STANDARD 100 Supplement for PPE and Materials for PPE (EN/DE) 

http://www.sympatex.com
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202402462
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32016R0425
https://www.oeko-tex.com/importedmedia/downloadfiles/OEKO-TEX_STANDARD_100_Supplement_PPE_and_Materials_for_PPE_EN_DE.pdf


Further details to the full ban of C6 finish:  
 
* PFHxA and PFHxA-related Substances - Key Restrictions:  
	 Products cannot be placed on the market or used if they contain concentrations: 	 

	 • Equal to or greater than 25 ppb for the sum of PFHxA and its salts. 
	 •  Equal to or greater than 1,000 ppb for the sum of PFHxA-related substances. 

	 This ban applies to:  

	 • Textiles, leather, furs, and hides in clothing and  
	    related accessories for the general public.  
	 •  Footwear for the general public. 

** Exceptions to the Ban - Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): 
	 PPE Exemption: Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the ban do not apply to:  

	 Personal protective equipment (PPE) intended to protect users against risks 
	 within Category III (as per EU Regulation 2016/425), specifically for:  
	 • Substances and mixtures hazardous to health. 
	 • Harmful biological agents. 
	 • Ionizing radiation. 
	 • High-temperature environments (at least 100°C). 
	 • Low-temperature environments (below -50°C). 
	 • Electric shock and live working. 
	 • Bullet wounds or knife stabs.
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Scan the QR Code or 
follow this link for  
more information  
and get your Log In.

Explore now the 
Corporate & Workwear 
Portfolio in our
Digital Fabric Library.

How to get access: 

https://www.sympatex.com/en/cooperations/digital-fabric-library/

