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Circular Economy - the
new norm in Europe

Sympathy Lab discusses the sustainable textiles strateqgy
unveiled by the European Commission.

30th of March 2022 - an unforgettable date for the entire textile industry. The European
Commission unveiled its future binding, sustainable textiles strategy. The textile sector
will be the very first industry fully shifted from a linear to a circular economy where pro-
ducts are designed to be more durable, reusable, repairable, recyclable and energy-effi-
cient.



,By 2030 textile products placed on the EU market are long-lived and recyclable, to a
great extent made of recycled fibres, free of hazardous substances and produced in
respect of social rights and the environment., published the European Commission.

Todays episode of Sympathy-Lab was dedicated to discuss the topic with all its relevance
and implications for the textile industry. The expert-talk between Rannveig van Iterson,
Senior Consultant at Ohana Public Affairs and Dr. Rudiger Fox, CEO Sympatex, has been
recorded and is available on the respective Website. Specifically, this episode provides
answers to the following questions: What is the proposal of the EU Commission? What
are the relevance and consequences for the textile and clothing industry? Will textiles be
sustainable in the future? Why should consumers be interested in EU regulations?

»There is a big push on how brands and companies will have to be more transparent
about where products come from, how they are produced, what environmental impact
they have and to be able to communicate this in a clear and consistent way for consum-
ers to avoid any greenwashing.”, says Rannveig von Iterson. ,,As a brand you have to un-
derpin this with data and varify that as well, so that consumers can trust that the product
is truly greener or more sustainable®, she adds.

»,What is the most fascinating part in this legislative process is that the European Com-
mision regulates both parts in one: you can call one sustainability that incorporates
everything you do while creating the product and the other one circularity, which means
when the product leaves the shop it needs to be prepared to go back where the raw
material is coming from when it ends its life. Dr. RUdiger Fox, CEO Sympatex.

Certainly, no company can sustainably implement the circular economy model on its
own. Rather, an industry-wide, common pursuit of circularity is indispensable. This is pre-
cisely why the goal of the ingredient brand Sympatex is called Re>Closing the loop. To-
gether. From now on, with a lot of tailwind from the EU Commission.

,It's an update to design innovation. Until now we have created products pretty much by
ignoring our impact upstream and downstream. What comes now is actually the eco-
design process. The creation process of the product will already need to consider certain
constraints which comes out of that responsiblity. But the beauty is, that constraints will
not limit but accelerate innovation. The moment you realize that only certain materials
are recycable, people can focus on developing new solutions with those materials“ Dr.
Rudiger Fox, CEO Sympatex. ,.What is fundamental, that we need to start now at the
design process. Completely transforming the industry leaves us with three to four years
which is super tight. In 2016 we had decided for ourselves to go circular without leaving
traces by 2030. So we were planning for 15 years, there are now eight left. From the
experience we saw it takes time.“ he added.

Accordingly, the company is pleased to contribute more than ever and with full commit-
ment, courage, creativity and collaborations to the success of the circular economy and
to shape a future worth living together. More information about re>closing can be found
at: www.sympatex.com



https://sympathy-lab.com/webinars/
https://sympathy-lab.com/webinars/
http://www.sympatex.com/
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About Sympatex

Re>Closing the loop. Together. By incorporating a climate-neutral and recyclable
Sympatex membrane.

100 billion garments and 23 billion pairs of shoes produced p.a. represent Sympatex’s
future source of new raw material, once they‘ve reached their end of life. The intelligent
Sympatex membrane has been used in clothing, shoes, accessories and technical appli-
cations since 1986 and guarantees being 100% waterproof, windproof and breathable -
in accordance with the performance standard. Intelligent? The membrane develops pro-
portionally increasing breathability at higher activity. New and far above standard is that
Sympatex produces functional textiles from recycled and recyclable monomaterials.
Sympatex will no longer use new materials from the oil industry in the future. Instead,
used textiles are transformed into new, high-quality membranes, laminates and func-
tional textiles. Sympatex is working with selected brand partners worldwide to close the
textile cycle together.

Learn more about how the ingredient brand Sympatex uses its own collaborative attitude
and brand power to turn new ideas into reality:
www.sympatex.com
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